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The Americas are entering a period of accelerated economic and
geopolitical recalibration. Trade architecture is under review, supply
chains are being reengineered, capital is reallocating across borders, and
governance models are evolving in ways that directly affect investment
certainty and long-term growth. From North America's treaty framework
and the USMCA review to nearshoring, financial resilience, regional
reform cycles, and shifting transatlantic capital flows, structural change is
reshaping the hemisphere.

The New York City Bar Latin America Summit convenes policymalkers,
industry leaders, financial institutions, and practitioners to assess where
these forces are converging—and how strategic decisions must adapt. Scan QR Code
Throughout the program, macroeconomic and geopolitical analysis

is paired with a practical lens on risk: enforcement trends, compliance
expectations, dispute resolution mechanisms, and institutional stability. In
an environment where legal exposure and regulatory scrutiny increasingly
shape capital deployment and corporate strategy, risk is no longer

peripheral to growth—it is integral to it.

REGISTER TODAY | New York City Bar | 42 West 44th Street | New York, NY 10036




Welcome | 9:00 am - 9:15 am

9:15 am -10:15 am | Mexico: Risks and Rewards for U.S.

Businesses in an Age of Global Uncertainty

Mexico stands at a strategic inflection point for U.S. business. Political recalibration, supply chain realignment,
and evolving trade dynamics are redefining both exposure and opportunity. Panelists will assess economic
trends, regulatory direction, and the strategic decisions required to navigate risk while capturing growth in one
of the hemisphere’'s most consequential markets.

Moderator:
José Arvelo, Of Counsel, Covington & Burling LLP (New York)

Panelists:

llan Katz, Partner, Katz & Gudirio (Mexico City)

Juliee Conde-Medina, Manager Counsel Compliance, Hershey's (Washington, DC)
Juan Arturo Duenfas, Counsel, Hogan Lovells (Mexico City)

Ricardo Andrés Cacho Garcia, Partner, Von Wobeser y Sierra S.C. (Mexico City)

10:15 am -10:30 am | BREAK

10:30 am - 11:30 am | Europe and Latin America:

Capital, Competition, and Strategic Alignment

Europe and Latin America are recalibrating their economic relationship amid intensifying global competition and
supply chain restructuring. Panelists will evaluate capital flows, strategic partnerships, and regulatory alignment,
assessing how companies and investors are positioning themselves across increasingly competitive transatlantic
markets and New York's role at the cross-roads of Europe and Latin America.

Moderator:
Rafael Carmona del Rosal, Vice President, Counsel,
American Arbitration Association (New York)

Panelists:

Hon. Julissa Reynoso (Ret.), Partner, Winston & Strawn LLP (New York)

Beatriz Escudero, Associate General Counsel, Capgemini

Frederico Sinarajah, Barrister, Gatehouse Chambers (London)

lvana Kriznic, Director, Trade and International Policy, Santander (Washington, DC)

11:30 am - 11:45 am | BREAK

11:45 am - 12:45 pm | Central America and the Caribbean:

Growth Opportunities and Strategic Risk

Central America and the Caribbean are drawing renewed investment amid uneven governance, infrastructure
gaps, and regulatory complexity. Panelists will focus on where durable growth is emerging, how sovereign
and operational risks are shifting, and what disciplined market entry and expansion demand in diverse and
developing jurisdictions.

Moderator:
Milena Klimberg, Program Advisor, Human Rights
and Access to Justice, Vance Center (New York)

Panelists:

Jorge Arenales, Partner, BLP (Guatemala)

Richard Montes de Oca, Shareholder, Buchanan Ingersoll (Miami)

Rachel Cortes, Legal Manager, Latitude Investments AFI (Dominican Republic)
Yine Rodriguez Pérez, Partner, Pierson Ferdinand (Miami)

12:45 pm - 1:00 pm | Signhing Ceremony: Memorandum of Understanding
New York City Bar and Mexican Bar Association

Dean Matthew Diller, New York City Bar Association President
Jorge J. Sepulveda Garcia, Primer Vicepresidente de la Barra Mexicana, Colegio de Abogados



1:00 pm - 2:30 pm | North America at a Crossroads:

The Future of Trade, Investment, and USMCA (Plenary Lunch)

The upcoming USMCA review places North America's trade architecture under renewed scrutiny. Panelists
will examine policy direction, regulatory alignment, and geopolitical pressures that will define the next phase
of regional integration—along with the implications for cross-border investment, supply chains, and business
certainty.

Moderator:
Katie Gonzalez, Partner, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP (New York)

Panelists:

Gerdénimo Gutiérrez Fernandez, Managing Partner, Beel Infrastructure Partners;

former Mexican Ambassador to the United States (Washington, DC)

Dan Erikson, Senior Advisor, Covington & Burling LLP; former Special Assistant to the President and Senior
Director for Western Hemisphere Affairs, The White House (Washington, DC)

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm | The Southern Cone: Investment and Economic Transformation

Reform cycles, fiscal recalibration, and political change are reshaping the Southern Cone's investment climate.
Panelists will examine the durability of economic transformation, shifts in capital confidence, and the long-term
trajectory for growth across Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and neighboring markets.

Moderator:
Adrian Nufez, Partner, Greenberg Traurig (Miami)

Panelists:

Jose Miguel Vivanco, Partner, DGA Group (Washington DC)

Claudia Arietti, Counsel, Ferrere (Paraguay)

Juliana Jaccoud Molina, Vice President, Compliance Committee LATAM at LEC (Miami)
Paula Vieira de Oliveira, Partner, Mattos Filho (New York/Brazil)

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm | BREAK

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm | Latin America Now: Strategic Considerations for U.S. Companies

As the global economy grapples with fragmentation, shifting trade policies, and an intensified focus on supply-
chain resilience, Latin America has emerged as a region of significant strategic opportunity. For U.S. companies,
the “one-size-fits-all” approach to the region is no longer tenable. From the nearshoring boom in Mexico to the
critical mineral-driven projects in South America, businesses must navigate a complex landscape defined by
evolving regulatory environments and the urgent need for operational continuity. This panel brings together in-
house leaders with deep experience in the region to discuss what U.S. companies should know about the region
today.

Moderator:
Alexis Colén, Partner, Colon & Partners (New York/Dominican Repubilic)

Panelists:

Nicholas Delgado, Counsel at American Express (New York)

Laura Paredes, Vice President, Chief Ethics & Compliance Officer,

Laureate Education (Miami)

Zamira Zapata, Vice President & Associate General Counsel, Diageo (Miami/New York)
Agustina Figueroa Imfeld, Chief Legal Officer, Gameto (New York)

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm | BREAK

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm | Strategic Horizons in Latin America: Opportunity, Governance, and Long Term Value
Latin America presents a complex operating environment marked by reform, volatility, and sector-specific
opportunity. Panelists will address board-level strategy, including calibrating risk tolerance, allocating capital,
strengthening governance, and responding to political and regulatory shifts across key markets.

Moderator:
Wener Ahlers, Partner, Sullivan & Cromwell (New York)

Panelists:

Duane Hughes, Chair, Americas Advisory Council, UBS Americas (New York)
Irene Teruel, Founder, HiExec (New York)

James Meyer, Founding Partner, Harper Meyer (Miami)

Todd Crider, Partner, Simpson Thacher (New York)



9:00 am - 9:30 am | Welcome

9:30 am -10:30 am | Managing Risk in Latin America:

Enforcement, Compliance, and Corporate Strategy

Regulatory enforcement and compliance expectations are expanding in scope and intensity across the region.
Panelists will address investigations, anti-corruption exposure, and cross-border regulatory coordination, with a focus
on how companies are embedding enterprise-wide risk management into long-term strategic planning.

Moderator:
Ivory Bishop, Member, Cozen O’'Connor (New York)

Panelists:

Alexia Romero, Senior Managing Counsel, Google (San Francisco)

Bill Hochul, Counsel, Davis Polk (New York)

Martin Pereyra, Associate Director Global Investigations, Merck (Philadelphia)

Damon Griffin, Senior Counsel, Global Compliance & Ethics International Paper (Memphis)

10:30 am -10:45 am | BREAK

10:45 am - 11:45 am | Recent Trends in International Arbitration in the Americas

International arbitration in the Americas continues to evolve in response to institutional reform, enforcement
developments, and increasingly complex cross-border disputes. Panelists will assess procedural innovation, forum
selection strategy, enforceability considerations, and the shifting role of arbitral institutions in the region.

Moderator:
Kabir A.N. Duggal, Partner, Akin Gump

Panelists:

Ana Maria Rincon, Senior Associate, Rincon Castro (Colombia)

Jodo Marcal, Founding Partner, Cosro (Sao Paulo)

Ana Rocio Monzdén Woc, Senior Associate, Eversheds Sutherland LLP (New York)
Mark Stadnyk, Senior Legal Counsel, Thyssen Krupp (Houston)

11:45 am -12:00 pm | BREAK

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm | Nearshoring North America: Business, Labor, and Policy Realities

Nearshoring has moved from strategic theory to structural shift. Panelists will evaluate how companies are
reengineering their workforces and supply chains in response to geopolitical tension, industrial policy incentives, and
labor market constraints.

Moderator:
Alejandra Vargas, Partner, Duane Morris (New York)

Panelists:

Eduardo Carlos Botello Adame, Partner, Santos Elizondo (Monterrey)

Inés Bahachille, Senior Vice President & Chief Counsel, Monedelez (Miami)

Margaret Myers, Director of the Asia and Latin America Program,

Inter-American Dialogue (Washington, DC)

Veronica Rodriguez, Executive VP, Co-General Counsel, TelevisaUnivision (New York)

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm | Mexico’s Evolving Judiciary: Institutional Change and Market Implications (Plenary Lunch)
Mexico's sweeping judicial reform of 2024—introducing the popular election of judges and magistrates—has become
one of the most consequential institutional transformations in the region. Following the first nationwide judicial
elections in 2025, the Mexican government is now proposing significant adjustments, including postponing the next
round of elections to 2028, simplifying ballots, reducing the number of candidates, and strengthening evaluation
mechanisms for judicial nominees. This panel will critically examine the evolution of Mexico's judicial reform and its
broader implications for the rule of law, democratic accountability, and investor confidence.

Moderator:
Michael A. Fernandez, Member, Cozen O’Connor (New York)

Panelists:
Cuitldhuac Castillo Camarena, Program AdVvisor, Institutional Integrity Program, Vance Center
Rudy Rivera, Chief International Counsel at Fidelity National Financial., Inc (Jacksonville, Florida)



2:30 pm - 3:30 pm | Banking Across the Americas

Banks across the hemisphere are operating in a climate of regulatory complexity, capital discipline, and
heightened cross-border activity. Panelists will examine balance sheet resilience, supervisory trends, regional
exposure, and the evolving role of financial institutions in facilitating trade and investment.

Moderator:
Richard Fogarty, Head of Disputes & Investigations, Americas, S-RM (New York)

Panelists:

Gianni Dimos, Vice President & Senior Counsel, American Express (New York)

Zila Acosta Grimes, Counsel, Linklaters (New York)

Renata Wolfe-Schlesinger, Executive VP and General Counsel, Safra

Manfredo Reichart, Director and Assistant General Counsel, Markets at Bank of America (New York)

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm | BREAK

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm | Financial Stress and Recovery in Latin America

Cycles of financial stress continue to test sovereign and corporate resilience in Latin America. Panelists will
analyze restructuring dynamics, investor positioning, and recovery strategies, with particular attention to the
role of New York in cross-border bankruptcies involving Latin America.

Moderator:
Nicole Bromberg, Associate, Proskauer (New York)

Panelists:

Alejandro Sainz, Senior Partner, Sainz Abogados (Mexico City)
Jane Van Lare, Partner, Cleary (New York)

Renata Sardenberg, Partner & Head of Legal, Lumina (Brazil)
Victoria Villela Boacnin, Partner, Mattos Filho (Brazil)

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm | BREAK

5:00 pm - 6:00 pm | Litigation Risk and Enforcement Across the Americas

Litigation and enforcement exposure remain central components of enterprise risk in the Americas. Panelists
will examine jurisdictional complexity, regulatory assertiveness, cross-border enforcement coordination, and
strategic approaches to managing multi-forum disputes.

Moderator:
Jessenia Vazcones-Yagual, AVP, Head of Private Company D&O Claims, Sompo (New York)

Panelists:

Ariel Belen, International Arbitrator and Mediator, JAMS (New York)
Edgar Mendoza, Compliance and Litigation Counsel, Clarios (Monterrey)
Ed Mullins, Partner, Reed Smith (Miami)

Rich Donoghue, Partner, Pillsbury (New York)

6:00 pm - 6:30 pm | The Dominican Republic Means Business

The Dominican Republic has become a leading destination for foreign investment, attracting more than US$5
billion in foreign direct investment (FDI) in 2025. This made the country the top FDI destination in Central
America and the Caribbean, according to the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). World
Bank data shows that FDI net inflows reached approximately 3.6% of GDP in 2024, above the Latin America and
Caribbean average. FDI is also distributed across a broad range of sectors, including tourism, energy, real estate,
commerce and industry, free zones, transportation, mining, financial services and telecommunications.

In this address, the Dominican Republic’'s Minister of the Presidency will discuss how President Luis Abinader's
administration has promoted and strengthened this investor-friendly environment. The minister will explain how
the country has combined a strong investment framework with centralized investment-facilitation channels,
specialized regimes, and targeted sector policies in areas such as logistics, information and communications
technology, and hydrocarbons. By continuing to strengthen the legal and fiscal environment for investors while
leveraging the country’s strategic location, the Dominican Republic has expanded investment in traditional
pillars such as tourism and attracted new industries that are helping position the country as a regional business
hub for Latin America and the Caribbean.

Moderator:
José Ignacio Paliza, Minister of the Presidency of the Dominican Republic

6:30 pm - 8:00 pm | RECEPTION
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SPONSORS (CONTINUED)

Thank you to all the following organizations for their support and cosponsorship.

SPONSORING COMMITTEES:

Arbitration
Asian Affairs
Council on International Affairs
European Affairs Committee
Inter-American Affairs
International Commercial Disputes

CO-SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS:

Florida Bar International Law Section
NYSBA International Law Section

Arbitration
Channel
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