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Marvin Mayfield Act

A proposal to restore discretion to judges, prevent coercive
pleas, and reduce mass incarceration by ending mandatory
prison sentences.

The Problem

New York maintains a sentencing structure that imposes
mandatory minimum sentences for a wide-range of
felonies. In 2019 alone, 33% of arrests and 50% of
convictions involved mandatory minimum sentences.

Mandatory minimums create a cascade of injustices,
forcing judges to impose prison sentences even when they
do not believe the sentences are just, appropriate, or in the
interest of public safety. Significant racial disparities exist in
cases involving mandatory minimum laws. In 2019, Black
and brown people made up 91% of felony arrests with
mandatory minimum exposure in New York City, and nearly
60% of convictions carrying a mandatory minimum
sentence involved a Black person.

Impact on Public
Safety

Ending mandatory
minimum sentences would
increase public safety. It
would allow judges to
consider how best to
prevent recidivism when
imposing sentences, rather
than be required to impose
a prison sentence when
treatment, community

supervision or other
solutions are more likely to
prevent future crimes.

Moreover, mandatory minimum laws, and their attendant
threat of prison sentences after trial, coerce people into
pleading guilty. Many New Yorkers forfeit their
constitutional right to trial in order to avoid the harsh threat
of mandatory minimums after conviction.

The financial costs of mandatory minimum sentences and mass incarceration are astronomical;
New York spends $3 billion annually on prisons, money which could be used for programs that
have been proven to prevent crime, such as education, housing, healthcare, community-based
anti-violence and restorative justice programs.

An Example of Injustice: This law is
named after Marvin Mayfield, a passionate
advocate for reform. As a young man,
Marvin was arrested for a burglary he did
not commit. He was offered a plea to a

The Solution

This legislation would eliminate mandatory
minimum sentences, allowing judges to consider
the individual factors and mitigating
circumstances in a case. In doing so, the act will go
a long way towards ending mass incarceration.
This legislation will help reorient the system
towards reducing recidivism and accountability
and away from purely punitive prison sentences.

lesser charge and time served. If he went
to trial, he risked a mandatory minimum
sentence of five years. Like so many New
Yorkers, Marvin pled guilty to avoid the

risks of a mandatory minimum sentence.

For more information, contact Elizabeth Kocienda at ekocienda@nychar.org or Mary Margulis-Ohnuma at mmargulis-ohnuma@nychar.org
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