WY 2023-24 Committee Year Highlights

NEW YORK
CITY BAR POLICY DEPARTMENT

_ Covering the Period of Sept. 1, 2023-Aug. 31, 2024
TYPES OF REPORTS ISSUED

e Committees issued 78 reports on
existing legislation, proposed rules Pending Legislation
or general policy issues.

i Committee-Drafted Legislation or Rule
e Facing another tough

environment to move legislation, Testimony
5 bills supported by the City Bar
passed both houses of the Agency Rules & Court Operations

Legislature. Click here to learn
more about the 2024 legislative

Amicus Briefs

session. Statements / Letters / Other
e The City Bar provided testimony at
5 hearings sponsored by the State Ethics Opinions
Legislature. Topics covered 0 10 20 30 40 50

e include: the Chief Judge’s Statewide 2023 Civil Legal Services Hearing; the condition of
Family Court; the Judiciary’s proposed 2024-25 budget; raising state judicial compensation:;
and the child welfare system and the mandatory reporting of child abuse or maltreatment
in NYS.

e Committees issued 3 proposals or recommendations for legislation and/or agency rules.

Topics covered include: |legislation that would create a mandatory regular systematic
assessment of the courts’ specific judicial needs through the Chief Administrative Judge of
OCA (this bill was introduced in the State Assembly); amending Professional Rule of
Conduct 5.4 related to litigation funding; and amendments developed in collaboration with
the NYS Bar Association to Uniform Rule 202.12 intended to provide guidance for litigants to
meet and confer prior to the preliminary conference and outline topics to be considered at
the preliminary conference with the courts (this rule change has been adopted).

e Committees issued 11 new reports on existing legislation, proposed rules or general policy
issues. This included submitting an amicus brief and publishing an op ed in support of
appointing a federal receiver to take control of the ongoing crisis at Rikers Island.

e The City Bar provided testimony for 4 hearings. Topics covered include: restoring_City
funding_and staff to the NYC Commission on Human Rights and the Equal Employment
Practices Commission; the City's program providing right to counsel for low-income tenants

facing eviction proceedings; legal services for asylum seekers; and increasing the income
eligibility standard for the Fair Fares Program.

About Us: The Policy Department coordinates the City Bar's policy work, legislative activity and
advocacy. Our committees participate in shaping public policy in a variety of ways and it is our job to
facilitate these activities and ensure that the City Bar's reports are communicated to the key players

at the most impactful times.


https://www.nycbar.org/reports/written-testimony-submitted-for-the-chief-judges-statewide-2023-civil-legal-services-hearing/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/testimony-on-new-york-state-family-court/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/written-testimony-in-support-of-the-judiciarys-2024-2025-budget-request/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/testimony-for-the-nys-commission-on-legislative-judicial-and-executive-compensation/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/public-hearing-on-the-child-welfare-system-and-the-mandatory-reporting-of-child-abuse-or-maltreatment-in-nys/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/repeal-the-cap-and-do-the-math-why-we-need-a-modern-flexible-evidence-based-method-of-assessing-new-yorks-judicial-needs/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/proposed-amendments-to-ny-rule-of-professional-conduct-non-party-litigation-funding/?back=1
https://nysba.org/app/uploads/2024/05/Preliminary-Conference-1.pdf
https://www.nycbar.org/press-releases/joint-nysba-and-city-bar-proposal-to-amend-preliminary-conference-rule-changes-approved-by-chief-administrative-judge-joseph-a-zayas/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/support-restoration-of-city-funding-and-staff-to-city-commission-on-human-rights-and-equal-employment-practices-commission/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/support-restoration-of-city-funding-and-staff-to-city-commission-on-human-rights-and-equal-employment-practices-commission/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/testimony-on-the-right-to-counsel-program/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/written-testimony-on-oversight-legal-services-for-asylum-seekers-in-new-york-city/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/reports/testimony-on-the-need-to-raise-the-income-eligibility-standard-for-public-transit-subsidies-to-200-of-the-federal-poverty-level-expandfairfares/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/blogs/2024-new-york-state-legislative-session-wrap-up/

NEWYORK 2023-24 Committee Year Highlights

CITY BAR POLICY DEPARTMENT
_ Covering the Period of Sept. 1, 2023 - Aug. 31, 2024

e Committees issued 20 reports on existing legislation, proposed

JURISDICTION BREAKDOWN

International NYC

rules or general policy issues. 12.6% 8.1%

e The Business and Finance Cluster was particularly active, with
member committees issuing 7 reports.
e Led by the Task Force on the Rule of Law and Task Force on the 14.8%

Federal

Independence of Lawyers and Judges, the City Bar continued to

speak on rule of law issues, issuing 7 reports / statements with a

particular focus on election protection, an independent
judiciary and lawyers’ obligations to uphold the rule of law.
e A City Bar cosponsored resolution supporting implementation
of the Equal Rights Amendment was adopted by the American 64.4%

NYS

Bar Association House of Delegates.

e The vast majority of our international work came in the form of statements responding to
current events in other countries.

* There is a lot of collaboration among committees in the International cluster, with committees
seeking sign on’'s from multiple related committees on almost all their reports. The Vance
Center for International Justice, Task Force on the Independence of Lawyers and Judges, and

United Nations Committee were particularly active.

] 3 5 REPORTS ISSUED OR UPDATED

Many thanks to our Committees that engaged in policy & advocacy work!

Alternative Dispute Resolution
Animal Law
Antitrust and Trade Regulation
Arbitration
Bankruptcy & Corporate Reorganization
Bioethical Issues
Children and the Law
Council on Children
Civic Education Task Force
Civil Court
Civil Right to Counsel Task Force
Civil Rights
Commercial Law & Uniform State Laws
Communications & Media Law
Compliance
Condemnation & Tax Certiorari
Consumer Affairs
Corrections & Community Reentry
Criminal Courts
Criminal Justice Operations
Digital Technologies Task Force

Litigation
Mass Incarceration Task Force
Mergers, Acquisitions & Corporate Control
New York City Affairs
Patents
Pro Bono & Legal Services
Council on the Profession
Professional Ethics
Real Property Law
Professional Responsibility
Task Force on the Rule of Law
Senior Lawyers
Sex & Law
Sex Offense Working Group
Small Law Firm
Social Welfare Law
State Courts of Superior Jurisdiction
State & Local Taxation
Transportation
United Nations
Vance Center for International Justice
White Collar Crime

Disability Law
Education & the Law
Election Law
Environmental Law
Estate & Gift Taxation
Family Court & Family Law
Federal Courts
Government Ethics & State Affairs
Health Law
Housing Court
Immigration & Nationality Law
Task Force on the Independence of Lawyers & Judges
Insurance Law Inter-American Affairs
Council on International Affairs
International Commercial Disputes
International Human Rights
International Law
Council on Judicial Administration
Juvenile Justice
Legal Referral Service
LGBTQ+ Rights

The City Bar Is Member and Committee Driven: Join Us!



https://www.nycbar.org/committees/task-force-on-the-rule-of-law/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/committees/task-force-on-the-independence-of-lawyers-and-judges/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/committees/task-force-on-the-independence-of-lawyers-and-judges/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/press-releases/city-bar-co-sponsored-resolution-supporting-implementation-of-the-equal-rights-amendment-adopted-by-the-american-bar-association-house-of-delegates/
https://www.nycbar.org/member-and-career-services/member-resources
https://www.nycbar.org/committees/vance-center-for-international-justice-committee/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/committees/vance-center-for-international-justice-committee/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/committees/task-force-on-the-independence-of-lawyers-and-judges/?back=1
https://www.nycbar.org/committees/united-nations-committee/?back=1

