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Via Mail  

 

President Alpha Condé 

President of the Republic of Guinea 

 Boulbinet avenue de la République  

Conakry, Guinea 224 

 

Re:   Actions of state security forces against protestors during the March 2020 referendum 

and October 2020 election cycle 

 

Dear President Condé: 

 

The New York City Bar Association (“the Association”) is gravely concerned about credible 

reports of serious violence by state security forces against protestors in connection with Guinea’s 2020 

election cycle. We urge an immediate and independent investigation into these reports and prosecution 

of those responsible for the deaths and violence against demonstrators. 

 

The Association is an independent non-governmental organization with more than 25,000 

members in over 50 countries. Founded in 1870, the Association has a long history of dedication to 

human rights, notably through its Committee on International Human Rights, that investigates and 

reports on human rights conditions around the world. The Committee on African Affairs also closely 

monitors and responds to legal developments in Africa. In addition, the Association’s Cyrus R. Vance 

Center for International Justice advances global justice by engaging lawyers across borders to support 

civil society and promote diversity and ethics in the legal profession. 

 

I. SUBJECT OF THE PROTESTS: TERM LIMITS UNDER GUINEA’S 

CONSTITUTION 

 

In 2010, Guinea adopted a new constitution as part of its transition to democracy following 

the death of former President Lansana Conté.1 President Conté, who had seized power in a coup in 

1984, was first elected in multi-party elections in 1993.2 In 2001, with his second presidential term 

about to expire, President Conté sponsored a referendum to abolish term limits in the Guinean 

Constitution.3 Opposition coalitions, including your party, campaigned against the 2001 referendum 

proposed by President Conté.4 At the time, you were a political prisoner of the Conté regime, and 
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human rights groups such as GERDDES and Amnesty International as well as observers based in 

neighboring countries actively campaigned for your release from detention.5 It was in part due to this 

international pressure that you and political prisoners associated with your movement were released 

from detention.6 

 

After President Conté died, Guinea’s leaders had an opportunity to strengthen democracy. In 

drafting Guinea’s 2010 constitution, they sought to disallow the tactics that President Conté had 

used. Among other reforms, they not only provided for presidential term limits but also sought to 

make those term limits exempt from the constitutional amendment process. Specifically, Article 27 of 

the 2010 Constitution provides, “[t]he President of the Republic is elected by universal direct suffrage. 

The duration of his mandate is five years, renewable one time. In any case, no one may exercise more 

than two presidential mandates, consecutive or not.”7 Article 154 further provides that “the number 

and the duration of the mandates of the President of the Republic may not be made the object of a 

revision.”8 

 

Despite the limitations on revisions in Article 154, in 2019, your party, the Rally for the People 

of Guinea (“RPG”), sponsored an amendment to the Constitution purporting to authorize you to run 

for two additional terms, and extending the length of each term from five to six years.9  Since March 

2019, when the RPG first proposed such an amendment, citizens opposing the amendment have 

organized in the streets to protest what they perceive as an illegal amendment of the Constitution 

and an unfair election process.10 These protestors have been beaten, killed, and arbitrarily detained. 

Many remain in detention, where at least four political prisoners have died.11 The spread of COVID-

19 across the continent poses additional concerns for these political prisoners. 

 

Previously in 2016, your government refused to heed calls by international human rights 

organizations to investigate similar allegations of election-related violence and rights deprivations 

stemming from Guinea’s 2015 elections.12 If the international community is to believe in Guinea’s 

commitment to democratization, this time must be different. Now that the election is over, we urge 

you to take steps to curb the impunity currently enjoyed by state security forces and release 

political prisoners still in detention. 

 

II. CRACKDOWN ON PROTESTS: BRUTAL REPRESSION OF OPPOSITION 

VOICES 

 

Under both Guinean and international law, Guineans enjoy a fundamental right to express their 

views on these constitutional issues, as well as a right to oppose your candidacy and/or presidency. 

Articles 7 and 10 of the Guinean Constitution provide for freedom of speech, freedom of peaceful 

assembly, and the freedom to participate in the political process.13 Guinea is also a State Party to the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (“ICCPR”). Under Article 2 of the ICCPR, 

Guinea “undertakes to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and subject to its 

jurisdiction the rights recognized in the [ICCPR].” These rights include the rights to freedom of 

opinion and expression recognized in Article 19 of the ICCPR and the right of peaceful assembly 

recognized in Article 21 of the ICCPR. These rights are also recognized in the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, as well as the African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, which Guinea has 

ratified.14 Nonetheless, Guinea banned demonstrations in 2018 ahead of the expiry of your second 

term, and state security forces have repeatedly invoked that ban in order to prevent any form of protest, 

including by using excessive force, resulting in more than 90 deaths and serious bodily injuries to 
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uncounted others.15 

 

At one of the earliest protests, on October 14, 2019, security forces used live ammunition and 

shot five people dead. The government acknowledged at least nine deaths, including one gendarme.16 

At a November 4, 2019 funeral to mourn protestors who had been killed, three mourners were shot 

dead in clashes with the police.17 Killings of protestors were not limited to large protests but also 

included targeting of individuals and small groups who chanted slogans against the proposed 

constitution. 18 

 

In November 2019, both ECOWAS and the African Commission on Human and People’s 

Rights called attention to Guinean state security force repression of, and the use of excessive violence 

against, those protesting the proposed constitutional amendment.19 Several non- governmental 

organizations also called attention to these issues well before the referendum.20 When videos 

corroborated previously denied allegations of state security force abuses, however, the government 

persisted in refusing to investigate the matter and sought to shift blame to protestors.21 

 

In the lead-up to the March 22, 2020 referendum, more protests were repressed, and the 

international community issued additional calls for Guinean security forces to respect the rights of 

protestors, and to comply with the UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law 

Enforcement Officials and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights Guidelines on 

Policing Assemblies in Africa.22 Guinea’s 2015 law on maintaining public order requires security 

forces to use non-violent methods before utilizing any force and requires any use of firearms to be 

necessary and proportionate.23 

 

State security forces nonetheless continued to use live ammunition against protestors.24 On 

March 22, 2020, the day of the referendum vote, Guinean authorities acknowledged at least thirty 

people who were killed in the city of Nzerekore alone.25 

 

Against this backdrop of violence, opposition parties boycotted the referendum, and the 

referendum passed.26 Although the Guinean Constitutional Court affirmed the referendum, opposition 

parties rejected the legitimacy of the amendment to the 2010 Constitution.27  Multiple 

intergovernmental organizations and diplomatic missions reported additional post-referendum 

violence.28 

 

Elections were scheduled for October 18, 2020, and you decided to accept your party’s 

nomination for a third term. Violence against dissidents did not stop. In April, state security forces 

beat and harassed several opposition members and supporters.29 Observers reiterated in advance of 

the October elections the need to respect the rights of protestors and dissidents.30 On October 18, 2020, 

the presidential election took place and protestors opposing your candidacy continued to face abuses 

from security forces.31 

 

As the country was waiting for the final results of the election, the violence continued. Twelve 

people, including two children, were killed by security forces in post-election violence.32 Amnesty 

International has verified through witness testimonies, satellite imagery and videos that security forces 

have been using live bullets to fire at protestors, and Human Rights Watch documented substantial 

post-election violence.33 Security forces also set up a blockade around the residence of opposition 

candidate Cellou Dalein Diallo from October 20, 2020 to October 28, 2020, which led to violent 



4  

clashes resulting in 21 deaths throughout Guinea.34 Government officials publicly announced the 

arrest of 325 people in connection with “post-election violence” on October 31, 2020 in Conakry 

alone,35 but it seems from interviews conducted by impartial NGOs that the vast majority of those 

arrested were arrested because of a known or suspected political affiliation with the opposition, 

including at least eleven children and leaders of different opposition groups.36 

 

During a meeting with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the 

African Union, and the United Nations, your government committed to a peaceful and transparent 

2020 election in Guinea and expressed your intentions to promote peace in Guinea.37 

 

Despite these promises, impunity remains the norm for these human rights abuses. Your 

actions have encouraged this impunity. For example, one of the changes to the Constitution that you 

advocated for in the March 2020 referendum was to eliminate Title XV, articles 141-145.38 These 

articles of the 2010 Constitution provided that the defense and security forces are neutral and apolitical 

members of the state.39 The elimination of these provisions and the failure to arrest security forces 

responsible for the serious harm and deaths of civilians mean impunity will continue to be the norm 

in Guinea. 

 

Your supporters argued for a new Constitution in part to strengthen Guinean democracy.40 But 

democracy cannot be strengthened by stifling political speech. We urge you to protect all Guinean 

citizens, including members of the opposition who are currently under arrest for exercising their 

political rights. In order to do so, security forces must refrain from use of force and respect the 

constitutional rights to demonstrate and protest going forward. In addition, we urge you to identify 

and, where appropriate, prosecute those responsible for deaths and violence against demonstrators. 

   

         Respectfully,  

        

Sheila S. Boston, President  

 New York City Bar Association 

 

Scott Caplan, Co-Chair 

scott@scottcaplanlaw.com  

African Affairs Committee41  

 

Doris Toyou, Co-Chair 

doristoyoupublic@gmail.com  

African Affairs Committee 

 

Lauren Melkus, Chair  

International Human Rights Committee  

 

Alexander Papachristou, Executive Director  

Cyrus R. Vance Center for International Justice 
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Cc: Haut-Commissariat aux Droits de l’Homme 

Taouya Corniche Nord 

Commune de Ratoma 

B.P. 780 

Conakry 

République de Guinée 
 
H.E. Dr. Kerfalla Yansané 

Ambassador of Guinea in Washington 

2112 Leroy Place, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 
 
H.E. Moussa Faki Mahamat  

Chairperson of the African Union Commission 

PO Box 3243, Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA 

chairperson@africa-union.org 
 
H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo 

President of the Republic of Ghana and Chair of the Authority of Heads of State and 

Government of the Economic Community of West African States 

c/o ECOWAS Secretariat 

101, Yakubu Gowon Crescent, Asokoro District P.M.B. 401  

Abuja, NIGERIA 

info@ecowas.int 
 
Hon. Robert F. Godec 

Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of African Affairs 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20520 
 
Mr. Troy Damian Fitrell 

Nominee for Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Republic of Guinea 

c/o The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on Africa 

Hon. Karen Bass, Chair  

Hon. Christopher Smith, Ranking Member 

2170 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
 
Senate Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Africa 

Hon. Chris Van Hollen, Chair 

Hon. Mike Rounds, Ranking Member 

423 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

 
 

mailto:info@ecowas.int


6  

Contact 

Mary Margulis-Ohnuma, Policy Counsel | 212.382.6767 | mmargulis-ohnuma@nycbar.org 

1 Alix Boucher, Guinea at a Crossroads, Africa Center for Strategic Studies, Aug. 15, 2019,  

https://africacenter.org/spotlight/guinea-at-a-crossroads/ (all websites last visited June 9, 2021).  

2 CIA, The World Factbook: Guinea, https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/guinea/. 

3 Constitutional Referendum to Be Held Next Month, The New Humanitarian, Oct. 11, 2001, 

https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2001/10/11/constitutional-referendum-be-held-next-month. 

4 Guinea's president plans third term, BBC News, October 4, 2001, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1579210.stm;  

Christophe Ayad, Guinée: Appel au Boycott du Référendum, Libération, Nov. 9, 2001, 

https://www.liberation.fr/planete/2001/11/09/guinee-appel-au-boycott-du-referendum_383281/; Christophe Champin, Le 

Coup de Force Constitutionnel de Lansana Conté, Radio France Internationale, Nov. 9, 2001, 

http://www1.rfi.fr/actufr/articles/023/article_15169.asp. 

5 Amnesty International, The Alpha Condé Affair — a Mockery of a Trial, Dec. 12, 2000, 

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/132000/afr290022000en.pdf; GERDDES Afrique, Lettre Ouverte du 

GERDDES AFRIQUE au Président Lansana Conté, Apr. 1, 2000, http://site.gerddes.org/lettre-ouverte-du-gerddes-

afrique-au-president-lansana-conte/; Christophe Schmidt, Le Procès d’Alpha Condé a débuté à Conakry, Le Nouvel 

Afrik, Apr. 18, 2000, https://www.afrik.com/le-proces-d-alpha-conde-a-debute-a-conakry. 

6 Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada, Guinea: Current Situation in Guinea-Conakry according to the Guinean 

Organization for the Defence of Human Rights (Organisation Guinéenne des Droits de l’Homme – OGDDH), July 20, 

2001, https://www.refworld.org/docid/3df4be362c.html. 

7  Guinea’s Constitution of 2010, Constitute, May 12, 2020, 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Guinea_2010.pdf?lang=en. 

8 Id. The reference to the duration of terms is a plain reference to the 2001 referendum, which, in addition to removing 

limits on the number of terms, extended the duration of presidential terms from five to seven years. 

9 Guinea Constitutional Council Clears President Conde's Third Term Bid, Reuters, Sept. 9, 2020, 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-guinea-politics/guinea-constitutional-council-clears-president-condes-third-term-

bid-idUSKBN2603G6. 

10 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2021: Guinea, Jan. 23, 2021, https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-

chapters/guinea. 

11 Amnesty International, Guinea: Deaths in Detention and Prison Sentence for Opposition Members, Feb. 2, 2021,  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/guinea-deaths-in-detention-and-prison-sentence/; Human Rights 

Watch, Guinea: Opponents’ Death in Detention, Mar. 17, 2021, https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/17/guinea-

opponents-deaths-detention. 

12 Amnesty International, Guinea: One Year On, No Justice for Election Violence, Oct. 10, 2016, 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/10/guinea-one-year-on-no-justice-for-election-violence/; Human Rights 

Watch and Amnesty International, Guinea: Letter to President Condé on Accountability for 2015 Election Violence and 

Abuses, Oct. 4, 2016, https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/10/10/guinea-letter-president-conde-accountability-2015-election-

violence-and-abuses. 

13 Guinea’s Constitution of 2010, The Comparative Constitutions Project, May 12, 2020, 

https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Guinea_2010.pdf?lang=en. 

14 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Arts. 18–20; African Charter on Human and People’s Rights, Arts. 8–11. 

15 Human Rights Watch, Guinea: Crackdown on Right to Protest, Human Rights Watch, Oct. 3, 2019, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/03/guinea-crackdown-right-protest; Al Jazeera, Guinea Opposition Condemns 90 

Protest Deaths Ahead of Polls, Oct. 13, 2020, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/13/guinea-opposition-decries-

90-protest-deaths. 

16 Al Jazeera, Several killed in Guinea protests against constitution change, Oct. 14, 2019, 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/14/several-killed-in-guinea-protests-against-constitution-change; Human 

Rights Watch, Guinea: End Crackdown on Opponents to New Constitution, Oct. 18, 2019, 

                                                      

mailto:mmargulis-ohnuma@nycbar.org
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/guinea-at-a-crossroads/
https://www.cia.gov/the-world-factbook/countries/guinea/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news/2001/10/11/constitutional-referendum-be-held-next-month
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1579210.stm
https://www.liberation.fr/planete/2001/11/09/guinee-appel-au-boycott-du-referendum_383281/
http://www1.rfi.fr/actufr/articles/023/article_15169.asp
https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/132000/afr290022000en.pdf
http://site.gerddes.org/lettre-ouverte-du-gerddes-afrique-au-president-lansana-conte/
http://site.gerddes.org/lettre-ouverte-du-gerddes-afrique-au-president-lansana-conte/
https://www.afrik.com/le-proces-d-alpha-conde-a-debute-a-conakry
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3df4be362c.html
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Guinea_2010.pdf?lang=en
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-guinea-politics/guinea-constitutional-council-clears-president-condes-third-term-bid-idUSKBN2603G6
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-guinea-politics/guinea-constitutional-council-clears-president-condes-third-term-bid-idUSKBN2603G6
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/guinea
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/guinea
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/guinea-deaths-in-detention-and-prison-sentence/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/17/guinea-opponents-deaths-detention
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/17/guinea-opponents-deaths-detention
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2016/10/guinea-one-year-on-no-justice-for-election-violence/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/10/10/guinea-letter-president-conde-accountability-2015-election-violence-and-abuses
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/10/10/guinea-letter-president-conde-accountability-2015-election-violence-and-abuses
https://www.constituteproject.org/constitution/Guinea_2010.pdf?lang=en
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/03/guinea-crackdown-right-protest
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/13/guinea-opposition-decries-90-protest-deaths
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/13/guinea-opposition-decries-90-protest-deaths
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/10/14/several-killed-in-guinea-protests-against-constitution-change


7  

                                                                                                                                                                                 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/18/guinea-end-crackdown-opponents-new-constitution; Amnesty International, 

Guinea: Fears of more arrests as at least four killed in protests, Oct. 14, 2019, 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/10/guinea-fears-of-more-arrests-four-killed-in-protests/. 

17 Radio France Internationale, Guinée: violents affrontements à Conakry lors d’un cortège funèbre, Nov. 4, 2019, 

https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20191104-guinee-manifestation-affrontements-blesses-balles-conaky-forces-ordre. 

18 Carine Kaneza Nantulya, Guinée: les droits de l’homme à la croisée des chemins, Le Point, July 1, 2020, 

https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/guinee-les-droits-humains-a-la-croisee-des-chemins-07-01-2020-2356457_3826.php. 

19 Communauté Economique des Etats de l’Afrique de l’Ouest, Communiqué de la CEDEAO Suite aux Incidents du 4 

Novembre 2019 à Conakry, Nov. 5, 2019, https://www.ecowas.int/guinee-conakry-2/; Commission Africaine des Droits 

de l’Homme et des Peuples, Communiqué de Presse sur la Répression des Manifestations en Guinée, Nov. 9, 2019, 

https://www.achpr.org/fr_pressrelease/detail?id=455. 

20 Amnesty International, Guinea: Death Toll Rises as Repression of Opposition Protests Worsens, Oct. 31, 2018, 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/10/guinea-death-toll-rises-as-repression-of-opposition-protests-

worsens/; Human Rights Watch, Critical Time for Human Rights in Guinea, July 19, 2019, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/19/critical-time-human-rights-guinea; Human Rights Watch, Guinean 

President’s US Visit Comes at Critical Moment, Sept. 17, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/17/guinean-

presidents-us-visit-comes-critical-moment. 

21 Human Rights Watch, Guinea: Fear of Further Crackdown as Constitutional Poll Nears, Feb. 19, 2020, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/19/guinea-fear-further-crackdown-constitutional-poll-nears; Hermann Boko, En 

Guinée, Des Policiers Ont-ils Tiré à Balles Réelles sur les Manifestants?, France24, Jan. 16, 2020, 

https://observers.france24.com/fr/20200116-guinee-policiers-ont-ils-tire-balles-reelles-manifestants; but see Christophe 

Châtelot, Alpha Condé : « Je ferai ce que veut le peuple de Guinée », Le Monde, Oct. 25, 2019 

https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/10/24/alpha-conde-je-ferai-ce-que-le-peuple-veut_6016769_3212.html                    

(« On sait que ce sont eux-memes qui tirent sur les gens. »). 

22 Human Rights Watch, Guinea: Fear of Further Crackdown as Constitutional Poll Nears, Feb. 19, 2020, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/19/guinea-fear-further-crackdown-constitutional-poll-nears; Commission Africaine 

des Droits de l’Homme et des Peuples, Communiqué de Presse sur la Situation des Droits de l’Homme en République de 

Guinée, Mar. 4, 2020, https://www.achpr.org/fr_pressrelease/detail?id=481. 

23 Human Rights Watch, Guinea: Create Special Unit to Probe Protest Deaths, Apr. 17, 2019, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/17/guinea-create-special-unit-probe-protest-deaths. 

24 Human Rights Watch, Guinea: Violence During Referendum, Apr. 10, 2020, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/10/guinea-violence-during-referendum. 

25 Al Jazeera, Timeline: A Year of Bloody Protests in Guinea, Oct. 14, 2020, 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/14/timeline-a-year-of-bloody-protests-in-guinea; see also Radio France 

Internationale, Guinée: Acclamie Après les Affrontements Meurtriers à Nzérékoré, Mar. 25, 2020, 

https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200325-guin%C3%A9e-accalmie-apr%C3%A8s-les-affrontements-meurtriers-

nz%C3%A9r%C3%A9kor%C3%A9; Al Jazeera, Guinea Holds Controversial Referendum Marred by Violence, 

Boycott, Mar. 23, 2020, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/3/23/guinea-holds-controversial-referendum-marred-by-

violence-boycott. 

26 Reuters, Guinea Referendum Backs Constitutional Changes That May Extend President’s Rule, Mar. 27, 2020, 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-guinea-election/guinea-referendum-backs-constitutional-changes-that-may-extend-

presidents-rule-idUSKBN21E39O. 

27 Felix Tih, Guinea: Ruling Party Wins Constitutional Referendum, Anadolu Agency, Apr. 4, 2020, 

https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/guinea-ruling-party-wins-constitutional-referendum/1792029; Africanews, Guinea 

Opposition Rejects Referendum Result, Pledges to Respect 2010 Constitution, Mar. 30, 2020, 

https://www.africanews.com/2020/03/30/guinea-opposition-rejects-referendum-result-pledges-to-respect-2010-

constitution/. 

28 Ministère de l’Europe et Des Affaires Étrangères, Guinée – Point de Presse de la Porte-Parole, Mar. 24, 

2020, https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/guinee/evenements/article/guinee-point-de-presse-de-la-

porte-parole-24-03-20; Embassy of the United States in Guinea, Les États-Unis Condamnent la Violence et 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/10/18/guinea-end-crackdown-opponents-new-constitution
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2019/10/guinea-fears-of-more-arrests-four-killed-in-protests/
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20191104-guinee-manifestation-affrontements-blesses-balles-conaky-forces-ordre
https://www.lepoint.fr/afrique/guinee-les-droits-humains-a-la-croisee-des-chemins-07-01-2020-2356457_3826.php
https://www.ecowas.int/guinee-conakry-2/
https://www.achpr.org/fr_pressrelease/detail?id=455
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/10/guinea-death-toll-rises-as-repression-of-opposition-protests-worsens/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/10/guinea-death-toll-rises-as-repression-of-opposition-protests-worsens/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/19/critical-time-human-rights-guinea
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/17/guinean-presidents-us-visit-comes-critical-moment
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/09/17/guinean-presidents-us-visit-comes-critical-moment
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/19/guinea-fear-further-crackdown-constitutional-poll-nears
https://observers.france24.com/fr/20200116-guinee-policiers-ont-ils-tire-balles-reelles-manifestants
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2019/10/24/alpha-conde-je-ferai-ce-que-le-peuple-veut_6016769_3212.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/02/19/guinea-fear-further-crackdown-constitutional-poll-nears
https://www.achpr.org/fr_pressrelease/detail?id=481
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/04/17/guinea-create-special-unit-probe-protest-deaths
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/10/guinea-violence-during-referendum
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/10/14/timeline-a-year-of-bloody-protests-in-guinea
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200325-guin%C3%A9e-accalmie-apr%C3%A8s-les-affrontements-meurtriers-nz%C3%A9r%C3%A9kor%C3%A9
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20200325-guin%C3%A9e-accalmie-apr%C3%A8s-les-affrontements-meurtriers-nz%C3%A9r%C3%A9kor%C3%A9
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/3/23/guinea-holds-controversial-referendum-marred-by-violence-boycott
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/3/23/guinea-holds-controversial-referendum-marred-by-violence-boycott
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-guinea-election/guinea-referendum-backs-constitutional-changes-that-may-extend-presidents-rule-idUSKBN21E39O
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-guinea-election/guinea-referendum-backs-constitutional-changes-that-may-extend-presidents-rule-idUSKBN21E39O
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/guinea-ruling-party-wins-constitutional-referendum/1792029
https://www.africanews.com/2020/03/30/guinea-opposition-rejects-referendum-result-pledges-to-respect-2010-constitution/
https://www.africanews.com/2020/03/30/guinea-opposition-rejects-referendum-result-pledges-to-respect-2010-constitution/
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/guinee/evenements/article/guinee-point-de-presse-de-la-porte-parole-24-03-20
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/dossiers-pays/guinee/evenements/article/guinee-point-de-presse-de-la-porte-parole-24-03-20


8  

                                                                                                                                                                                 
Expriment leur Inquiétude à l’Égard du Vote du 22 Mars en Guinée, Mar. 25, 2020, 

https://gn.usembassy.gov/fr/les-etats-unis-condamnent-la-violence-et-expriment-leur-inquietude-a-legard-du-

vote-du-22-mars-en-guinee/; Bureau des Nations Unies pour l’Afrique de l’Ouest et le Sahel, Communiqué de 

Presse, Le Représentant Spécial Mohamed Ibn Chambas Condamne Tous les Actes de Violence, l’Usage 

Excessif de la Force et Appelle les Guinéens à Se Mobiliser contre les Violences Intercommunautaires, Mar. 

25, 2020, https://unowas.unmissions.org/fr/le-repr%C3%A9sentant-sp%C3%A9cial-mohamed-ibn-chambas-

condamne-tous-les-actes-de-violence-l%E2%80%99usage-excessif-de; European Union External Action 

Service, Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Guinea : Statement by the Spokesperson on the 

Legislative Elections and Constitutional Referendum Held on 22 March, Mar. 26, 2020, 

https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/76803/guinea-statement-spokesperson-legislative-

elections-and-constitutional-referendum-held-22_en. 

29 Human Rights Watch, Guinea: Respecting Rights Key Amid COVID-19, Apr. 29, 2020, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/29/guinea-respecting-rights-key-amid-covid-19-0. 

30 Amnesty International, Guinea: At Least 50 People Killed with Impunity During Protests in Less Than a Year, Oct. 1, 

2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/guinee-au-moins-personnes-tues-en-toute-impunite-dans-des-

manifestations/; Human Rights Watch, “They Let People Kill Each Other”: Violence in Nzérékoré During Guinea’s 

Constitutional Referendum and Legislative Elections, Sept. 25, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/09/25/they-let-

people-kill-each-other/violence-nzerekore-during-guineas-constitutional. 

31 France24, Guinea President Alpha Condé Wins Controversial Third Term, Oct. 24, 2020, 

https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201024-guinea-president-alpha-cond%C3%A9-wins-re-election-with-59-

5-of-vote. 

32 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2021: Guinea, Jan. 23, 2021, https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-

chapters/guinea. 

33 Amnesty International, Guinea: Witness Testimony, Videos and Satellite Imagery Confirm Security Forces Fired 

Live Bullet at Protesters, Oct. 25, 2020, https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/guinee-images-satellites-

tirs-balles-reelles-par-les-forces-de-defense/; see also Human Rights Watch, Guinea: Post-Election Violence, 

Repression: Investigate Use of Excessive Force; Hold Those Responsible to Account, Nov. 19, 2020, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/19/guinea-post-election-violence-repression. 

34 Eyewitness News, UN, African Nations Urge Guinea to End Blockade of Opposition Chief, Eyewitness News, Oct. 27, 

2020, https://ewn.co.za/2020/10/27/un-african-nations-urge-guinea-to-end-blockade-of-opposition-chief. 

35 Alpha Fafaya Diallo, Violences Post-Électorales : 325 Personnes Interpellées, les Enquêtes Se Poursuivent, 

Guinée Matin, Nov. 3, 2020, https://guineematin.com/violences-post-electorales-325-personnes-interpellees-

les-enquetes-se-poursuivent-procureur-general/.  

36 Ilaria Allegrozzi, The Relentless Crackdown on Guinea’s Opposition, Human Rights Watch, Dec. 14, 2020, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/14/relentless-crackdown-guineas-opposition. 

37 African Union, Joint ECOWAS-AFRICAN UNION-UNITED NATIONS High-Level Solidarity Mission for the 

Promotion of a Credible, Transparent and Peaceful Presidential Election in The Republic of Guinea, Oct. 2, 2020, 

available at https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20201002/communique-joint-ecowas-au-un-high-level-solidarity-mission-

guinea. 

38 Alix Boucher, Defusing the Political Crisis in Guinea, Africa Center for Strategic Studies, Apr. 28, 2020, available at 

https://africacenter.org/spotlight/defusing-political-crisis-guinea/; see also Human Rights Watch and Amnesty 

International, Joint Statement, Guinea: New Law Could Shield Police From Prosecution, July 4, 2019, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/04/guinea-new-law-could-shield-police-prosecution. 

39 Defusing the Political Crisis in Guinea, supra note 38. 

40 Ibrahima Amadou Niang, A new Guinean Constitution at All Costs? Africa’s Latest Third-Term Quagmire, 

Constitution Net, Aug. 26, 2019, https://constitutionnet.org/news/new-guinean-constitution-all-costs-africas-latest-

third-term-quagmire. 

41 The African Affairs Committee would like to thank Aisatou Diallo for her leading role in researching and 

drafting this letter. 

https://gn.usembassy.gov/fr/les-etats-unis-condamnent-la-violence-et-expriment-leur-inquietude-a-legard-du-vote-du-22-mars-en-guinee/
https://gn.usembassy.gov/fr/les-etats-unis-condamnent-la-violence-et-expriment-leur-inquietude-a-legard-du-vote-du-22-mars-en-guinee/
https://unowas.unmissions.org/fr/le-repr%C3%A9sentant-sp%C3%A9cial-mohamed-ibn-chambas-condamne-tous-les-actes-de-violence-l%E2%80%99usage-excessif-de
https://unowas.unmissions.org/fr/le-repr%C3%A9sentant-sp%C3%A9cial-mohamed-ibn-chambas-condamne-tous-les-actes-de-violence-l%E2%80%99usage-excessif-de
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/76803/guinea-statement-spokesperson-legislative-elections-and-constitutional-referendum-held-22_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/76803/guinea-statement-spokesperson-legislative-elections-and-constitutional-referendum-held-22_en
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/04/29/guinea-respecting-rights-key-amid-covid-19-0
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/guinee-au-moins-personnes-tues-en-toute-impunite-dans-des-manifestations/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/guinee-au-moins-personnes-tues-en-toute-impunite-dans-des-manifestations/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/09/25/they-let-people-kill-each-other/violence-nzerekore-during-guineas-constitutional
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/09/25/they-let-people-kill-each-other/violence-nzerekore-during-guineas-constitutional
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201024-guinea-president-alpha-cond%C3%A9-wins-re-election-with-59-5-of-vote
https://www.france24.com/en/africa/20201024-guinea-president-alpha-cond%C3%A9-wins-re-election-with-59-5-of-vote
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/guinea
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2021/country-chapters/guinea
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/guinee-images-satellites-tirs-balles-reelles-par-les-forces-de-defense/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/guinee-images-satellites-tirs-balles-reelles-par-les-forces-de-defense/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/11/19/guinea-post-election-violence-repression
https://ewn.co.za/2020/10/27/un-african-nations-urge-guinea-to-end-blockade-of-opposition-chief
https://guineematin.com/violences-post-electorales-325-personnes-interpellees-les-enquetes-se-poursuivent-procureur-general/
https://guineematin.com/violences-post-electorales-325-personnes-interpellees-les-enquetes-se-poursuivent-procureur-general/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/12/14/relentless-crackdown-guineas-opposition
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20201002/communique-joint-ecowas-au-un-high-level-solidarity-mission-guinea
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20201002/communique-joint-ecowas-au-un-high-level-solidarity-mission-guinea
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/defusing-political-crisis-guinea/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/07/04/guinea-new-law-could-shield-police-prosecution
https://constitutionnet.org/news/new-guinean-constitution-all-costs-africas-latest-third-term-quagmire
https://constitutionnet.org/news/new-guinean-constitution-all-costs-africas-latest-third-term-quagmire

