
NEW YORK
CITY BAR

DEBRA L. RASKIN
PRESIDENT
PHoNE: (212)382-6700
F rx: (212) 768-8 I I 6
draskin@vladeck.com

July 21,2014

By Facsimile

His Excellency Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
President of the Arab Republic of Egypt
C/o The Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
352 I International Court N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
Fax:202-244-5t31

Your Excellency:

I write on behalf of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York (the Association)

to express our grave concern over the confirmation of death sentences for the leader of the

Muslim Brotherhood and 183 supporters and the heavy jail sentences handed down to three Al

Jazeera journalists. We urge youto take all necessary measures to ensure that the death

sentencês are revoked, and ihat the defendants on whom the sentences were imposed be

accorded a new fair trial, and that the journalists be immediately released, both steps

necessary for the Arab Republic of Egypt (Egypt) to comply with international law and the

Egyptian Constitution.

The Association is an independent non-governmental organization with more than 24,000

members in over 50 countries. Founded in 1870, the Association has a long history of dedication

to human rights, notably through its Committee on International Human Rights, which

investigatei and r..pori, on human rights conditions around the world, and the Committee

on Afriðan Affairs, which closely monitors and responds to legal developments in Africa. In

addition, The Cyrus R. Vance Center for International Justice advances global justice by

engaging lawyers across borders to support civil society and an ethically active legal

profession.

On June 2l,2¡l4,Judge Said Youssef in the Egyptian Minya Criminal Court confirmed

the death sentences of the Vtustim Brotherhood's Supreme Guide Mohammed Badie and 183

others, which he had originally recommended in Apiil after amass trial of 683 people.r That trial

consisted of a single, cursory hearing where neither a single lawyer nor the 683 men were

I Wall Street Journal, Muslim Brotherhood's Spiritual Leader Sentenced to Death in Egtpl, June 21, 2014, available

at

1

The Association of the Bar of the City of New York

42West 44 Street, New York, NY 10036-6604 TeI: 212-382-6600 www.nycbar'org



The conhrmed death sentences imposed on the defendants are the largest confirmed mass

death sentences to be passed in Egypt in recent times.6 The verdicts and the speed at which the

trial was handled have drawn criticism from the United Nations Secretary-General and the High
Commissioner for Human Rights, who noted that the "Proceedings. . . clearly appear not to meet

basic fair frial standards."T

southern town of Minya after the military ousted President Mohamed Morsi, a Brotherhood
leader, last July in which one police officer was killed.'The charges were murder, threatening
public order, burning the police station, and belonging to a banned group-the Muslim
Brotherhood.4 The preliminary sentences were referred to the top religious authority, the Grand

Mufti, the first step in imposing death penalties. Out of those 683 about 100 are in detention and

the rest were tried in absentia. Four were jailed for life and 496 were acquitted.s

2014, available at EWS/20 A T
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Two days after the confirmation of the death sentences a judge convicted three journalists

from Al Jazeera's English-langvage network of conspiring with the Muslim Brotherhood to

broadcast false reports. Thejudge sentenced each one to at least seven years in prison - all
without making public any eviden"".t In addition to their work with AlJazeera, all three
journalists have worked with other established international news organizations-Mohamed
Fahmy, a Canadian of Egyptian descent, who also holds Egyptian citizenship, previously worked

for CNN and The New York Times; Peter Greste, an Australian, previously worked for the BBC,

and had spent only a few days in Egypt at the time of his arrest; and Baher Moham^ed, an

Egyptian, was prwiousty wittr a fapânese news organization,The Asahi Shimbun.e

The charges levied against the journalists for reporting on the civil strife taking place in

Egypt, were harming national unity and social peace, spreading false reports, membership in a
"tèrrorist organization",l 0 and broadcasting false reports of civil strife. ' ' The prosecutor showed

as proof of the allegedly false news reports only unrelated images that included Mr. Greste's

family vacation, horses grazing in a pasture.in Luxor, Egypt, and a news conference by the

Kenyãn police that Mr. Greste had covered.l2 Mr. Mohamed was sentenced to an additional three

years in prison for possessing ammunition, a spent bullet casing he had picked up while covering

a street protest.l3

23,2014, avqilable



We acknowledge and appreciate your remarks, made to Egyptian news editors, that you

were disappointed at the conviction of the three journalists and the sentences imposed upon

them, und thut you preferred that they be deportéd, rather than jailedra albeit two of them are

Egyptian citizens and residents of Cairo.

Although both of these verdicts are subject to appeal, the imposition of them violates

Egypt's obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),

*frlôn the Aiab Republic of Egypt ratified in January I982."1s Article 14.1 states that "Everyone

shall be entitled to a fair . . . hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal

established by law." The imposition of the death penalty also violates Article 6.1, which states

"Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one

shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life," and in Article 6.2, a "sentence of death may be imposed

only for the most serious crimes. . . and only. . .carried out pursuant to a final judgment rendered

by a competent court." The United Nations Human Rights Committee, the body that interprets

the ICCPR, has said that "in cases of trials leading to the imposition of the,death penalty,

scrupulous respect of the guarantees of fair trial is particularly important."'o

In addition, The African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, which Egypt ratified in
March, lg84,t7 in Article 4 protects the "life and integrity" of individuals, and states that "No
one may be arbitrarily deprived of this right."

Because of the above violations of international law and Egypt's Constitution, we

respectfully request that Your Excellency take all necessary measures to guarantee that the

defendants' death sentences be rescinded, that they be afforded afairTrial, and that the
journalists be immediately released.

Respectfully yours,

ptLu
Debra L. Raskin

'o Kareem Fahim, Egpt's President Expresses Disappointment Over the Convictíon of Three Journalisls, The New

York Times, July 7,2014,

'' United Nations Treaty Collection, Chapter IV Human Rights, available at

tu Supra note 2.

't African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights, Ratification Table available at
htt p ://wrvw. achpr. org/i rrstruments/achp r/rati lic¿tti on/.
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H.E. Prime Minister Hazem el-Biblawi
Prime Minister of the Arab Republic of Egypt
C/o The Enibassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
3 521 Intemational Court N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
Fax:202-244-5131
E-mail: primemin@dsc, gov.e g

H.E. Ambassador Sameh Shoukry
Foreign Minister of the Arab Republic of Egypt
C/o The Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
3521 International Court N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
Fax:202-244-5131
E-mail: i nfolDmfà. gov.e g

Hon. Mafouz Saber Adbel Kader
Minister of Justice
Lazoghly Square
Cairo, Arab Republic of Egypt
Fax: 0 1 I-20-2-27 958 1 03

E-mail: rnj ustice@moj. gov.eg

Honorable Deputy Chief Justice Adel Omar Sherif
Chambers of the Honorable Deputy Chief Justice Sherif
The Supreme Constitutional Court
1 Soliman Abaza Street, Mohandseen, Cairo, Egypt
Fax: 0 1 I -20-02-2525 697 9

E-mail: sccourtØ)idsc.net.egor aosheli ahoo.cot¡

Prosecutor General Hisham Barakat
C/o The Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
3521 International Court N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
Fax:202-244-5131

His Excellency Ambassador Mohamed M. Tawfik
Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United States

The Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt
352 I International Court N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20008
Fax:202-244-5131
E-mail : ambassadorl¿Deg)¡pternbassy.net
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H.E. Ambassador Mootaz Ahmadein Khalil
Permanent Representative of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations

Mission of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations
304 East 44th Street
New York, New York 10017
Fax: 212-503-03801
E- mail: pr.eqypt@ un.int

Honorable Commissioner Navanethem Pillay
High Commissioner
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
E-mail: NPilla

The Honorable John F. Kerry
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington D.C. 20520
Fax:202-647-3344

H.E. Dr.Nk osazana Dlamini Zuma
Chairperson of the African Union Commission
P.O. Box 3243
Roosevelt Street
(Old Airport Area)
w21Kl9
Addis Abba
Fax: 01 l-251 lI 551 78 44
E-mail : chairperson@afi ica-union.org

Honorable Kayitesi Zainabo Sylvie
Chairperson of the African Commission on Human and People's Rights

No. 31 Bijilo Annex Layout
Kombo North District
Western Region
P.O. Box 673
Banjul, The Gambia
Fax: 0 1 I-220-441-05-04
E-mail: achpr@achpr.org
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