
 

THE ASSOCIATION OF THE BAR OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

42 West 44th Street, New York, NY 10036-6689 www.nycbar.org 

 

September 6, 2012 

 

Hon. Carolyn Maloney 

U.S. House of Representatives 

2332 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515-3214 

 

Dear Representative Maloney: 

 

I write on behalf of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York (the Association) 

to urge you to cosponsor the International Violence Against Women Act (I-VAWA) of 2012 that 

was recently introduced in the House of Representatives (H.R. 5905).   

The Association is an independent non-governmental organization with more than 23,000 

members in over 50 countries.  Founded in 1870, the Association has a long history of dedication 

to human rights and women’s rights.  The Association’s Committee on African Affairs monitors 

and responds to legal and policy developments in Africa, and in 2007 produced a compendium of 

gender-based violence laws in Sub-Saharan Africa.  The Committee on Sex and Law addresses 

issues relating to the effect of the factor of gender in the formulation and operation of law and 

social policy.  The Committee on Domestic Violence engages in policy and legal analysis on 

issues relating to domestic violence and other forms of gender-based violence.  These 

Committees urge your support of I-VAWA.   

The I-VAWA of 2012 was introduced in the House of Representatives on June 7, 2012 

by Representatives Janice Schakowsky, Nita Lowey and Howard Berman, where it was referred 

to the House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
1
 which will consider it before sending it on to the 

House or Senate as a whole.
2
  Previously the I-VAWA of 2010 was introduced in the House and 

the Senate during the 111
th

 Congress
3
 and the Senate Foreign Relations Committee voted to 

report the bill to the full Senate.
4
  On December 21, 2010 the bill was placed on the Senate 

Legislative Calendar,
5
 but the 111

th
 Congress ended before any further action was taken.

6
  No 

major congressional action has taken place prior to the present reintroduction of the bill in the 

House.    
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The I-VAWA is legislation designed to prevent and respond to the widespread and 

egregious violence against girls and women that afflicts communities and countries across the 

globe---domestic violence, rape, acid burnings, so-called honor killings, forced marriage, and 

other gross violations of human rights.  Millions of women and girls worldwide are physically, 

sexually or otherwise abused at some point in their lifetimes, with rates reaching up to 71% in 

some countries.
7
  Nearly 50% of all sexual assaults worldwide are against adolescent girls aged 

15 years or younger.
8
  Women and girls in emergencies, conflict settings, and natural disasters 

often face extreme violence, including being forced to exchange sex for food.
9
  One in three 

women worldwide will be beaten, coerced into sex or otherwise abused in her lifetime.
10

  

The I-VAWA addresses these issues.  The proposed law is designed to affect nations’ 

gender-based policies and practices by increasing legal and judicial protection to address 

violence against women and girls; increasing health sector capacity to deal with such violence; 

helping to change social norms to bolster women’s economic and educational opportunities; 

addressing violence against women and girls in natural disasters and conflict-related 

humanitarian situations; and increasing U.S. training of overseas foreign security forces on 

violence against women and girls.
11

   

The bill would legislatively authorize the creation of the Office of Global Women’s 

Issues in the State Department and the position of Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s 

Issues who is responsible for coordinating policies, programs and funding relating to gender 

integration and women’s empowerment internationally, including those that prevent and respond 
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to violence against women.
12

  The bill would also provide mechanisms to target funding and 

otherwise take into account the efforts of nations receiving U.S. aid to stem gender violence.  

Passage of the I-VAWA would be consistent with our nation’s international and regional 

human rights obligations. The United States adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

(UDHR)
13

 and ratified the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR),
14

 both 

of which support women’s rights.  The UDHR states that rights belong equally to all people 

“without distinction of any kind such . . . sex . . . or any other status,”
15

 and the ICCPR includes a 

similar provision.
16

  The United States is also a member of the Organization of American States 

and bound by the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, which has been used to 

advance the rights of victims of gender-based violence in the Americas.
17

 

Most Americans are horrified by the violence against women and girls.  In a 2009 poll, 

three in five American voters said that addressing global violence against women and girls 

should be one of the top priorities for our government.
18

  Four in five said they support the 

I-VAWA.
19

  It is groundbreaking legislation that offers solutions.  

The I-VAWA is an investment in a future where violence and abuse are no longer 

perpetrated against women and girls. For the foregoing reasons, the Association urges you to 

cosponsor the International Violence Against Women Act (I-VAWA/HR 5905). 

 

Respectfully yours,  

 

  
 

Carey R. Dunne 

President 
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