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April 23, 2007

President Thabo M. Mbeki
Union Buildings - West Wing
Private Bag X1000

Pretoria

Republic of South Africa

Dear President Mbeki:

I am writing on behalf of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York
(the “Association”) to express our deep concern over the recent detentions and beatings
of Morgan Tsvangirai and other leaders and members of the Movement for Democratic
Change (“MDC?), as well as a persistent pattern of violence against opposition political
activists and members of civil society in Zimbabwe. We are also troubled by the
arbitrary and extra-judicial detention of human and civil rights advocates in Zimbabwe
and by the brutal beatings and torture that they have suffered in government custody.
Arbitrary detentions and the violent suppression of legitimate political dissent violate
Zimbabwe’s commitments under both international law and the Constitution of
Zimbabwe. We urge you to demonstrate strong regional leadership to provide an African
solution to the crises in Zimbabwe. We respectfully request that you act expeditiously to
ensure that the government of Robert Mugabe immediztely cease such practices and
honour its international and national legal commitments.

The Association is an independent non-governmental, professional organization
of over 23,000 lawyers, law professors, judges and government officials, principally from
New York City but also from throughout the United States and 50 other countries,
including many states in Africa. Founded in 1870, the Association has a long history of
dedication to human rights, notably through is Committee on International Human
Rights, which investigates and reports on human rights conditions around the world,
including the United States. The Association also follows legal and policy developments
in Africa through its Committee on African Affairs, which includes many African
lawyers.
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