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August 4, 2006

Prof. Jose E. Alvarez

Columbia University School of Law
435 West 116th Street

New York, NY 10027

Dear Professor Alvarez:

This Association of the Bar of the City of New York was “established for the purposes of
cultivating the science of jurisprudence, promoting reforms in the law, facilitating and improving
the administration of justice, elevating the standard of integrity, honor and courtesy in the legal
profession, and cherishing the spirit of collegiality among the members thereof.”' In this spirit,
the Association has long worked with other organizations and members of the legal profession to
promote the rule of law throughout the United States and abroad.

Over the five years since the tragic events of September 11, 2001, various Committees of
this Association have worked to clarify the law governing the use of force and the treatment of
detainees and to ensure that the United States and other states adhere to these principles of law
and the dictates of humanity. Much of this work has entailed exhaustively researched
Committee reports that examine contested areas of the law.> Some of this work took the form of
brief letters reminding a government official of the official’s obligations under the law and

' Constitution of the Association of the Bar of the City of New York, art. 11

* See for example: Committee on International Human Rights, Torture by Proxy: International and Domestic Law
Applicable to “Extraordinary Renditions,” 60 Rec. Ass'n B. City N.Y. 13 (2005) (with NYU Center for Human
Rights and Global Justice); Committee on International Human Rights & Committee on Military Affairs and Justice,
Human Rights Standards Applicable To the United States’ Interrogation of Detainees, 59 Rec. Ass'n B. City N.Y.

183 (2004); Committee on Federal Courts, The Indefinite Detention of “Enemy Combatants™: Balancing Due
Process and National Security in the Context of the War on Terror, 59 Rec. Ass'n B. City N.Y. 41 (2004); Committee
on Immigration and Nationality Law & Committee on Communications and Media Law, Dangerous Doctrine: The
Attorney General's Unfounded Claim Of Unlimited Authority to Arrest and Deport Aliens in Secret, 59 Rec. Ass'n
8. Ciry N.Y. 5 (2004); Committee on Professional Responsibility, Statement Regarding the United States
Department of Justice Final Rule Allowing “Eavesdropping”™ on Lawyer/Client Conversations (ABCNY), 57 Rec.
Ass'n B. City N Y. 228 (2002); Commitiee on Communications and Media Law, The Press and the Public’s First
Amendment Right of Access to Terrorism on Trial, 57 Rec. Ass'n B. City N.¥. 94 (2002); and Committee on
Military Affairs and Justice, inter Arma Silent Leges: In Times of Armed Conflict Should the Laws Be Silent? A
Report of the President’s Military Order of November 13, 2001 Regarding “Detention, Treatment and Trial of
Certain Non-Citizens in the War Against Terrorism,” 57 Rec. Ass'n 8. City N.Y. 39 (2002).
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