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Diversity Pipeline Initiatives Committee 

 
Wednesday, November 19, 2012 Meeting Minutes 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.   
 
Present: Paula Edgar (Chair), Sarah O’Connell (Secretary), Venetta Amory, Bryna Beckler-Knoll, 
Richard Best, Gabrielle Brown, Courtney Browne (via teleconference), Shabbir Chaudhury, Tina 
Coco, Tanya Facey, Shawn Grant (via teleconference), Kendrick Harris (via teleconference), Supria 
Kuppuswamy, Tanisha McKnight, Carolyn Nelson, Katelin O’Rourke Gorman (via teleconference), 
Helen Punders, Sonji Patrick, Ray Reyes, Amee Sampat, Nubiaa Shabaka (via teleconference), 
Michael Watson 
 
Subcommittee Updates 

• High School Subcommittee:  Katelin reported on the two high-school related events:  the 
Constitutional Rights Symposium and the Fordham Law School Negotiation Competition 
(discussed in more detail below).   

• Undergraduate to Law School Subcommittee:  Venetta reported that the undergraduate 
subcommittee was focused mainly on the upcoming LSAT/Law School Prep Series and then 
implementing programs from the best practices report. The committee put together a short 
survey to determine what areas the committee members were most interested in and 
received very good feedback.  The areas of focus going forward will be academic support 
and preparation, career exposure, skill development and mentoring.  The committee will 
meet with Gabrielle to determine the appropriate prioritization.   

• Sponsorship/Partnership Subcommittee:  Tanisha reported that the subcommittee was 
attempting to determine its role going forward.  The subcommittee planned to discuss in 
more detail with Gabrielle the ways in which the subcommittee can support the larger 
committee going forward and will also work with the undergraduate to law school 
committee to determine which events will need sponsorship and/or advertising. 

 
Fall Program Update 
The Constitutional Rights Symposium at the City Bar Association took place on Saturday, 
November 17 at the City Bar.  The issues presented were the University of Texas affirmative action 
case, audio/videotaping police operations, and raising the age of criminal responsibility.  Gabrielle, 
Zakiyyah, and Tracey facilitated discussion sessions. It was an extremely successful event and the 
feedback from student-participants was very positive.  There is often a wait list of over 100 students, 
so we would like to consider offering this event more than once a year.  This was the tenth 
symposium.  More than 2,200 students have participated in this program since it was created in 2006 
 
The inaugural Fordham Law School Negotiation Competition took place on Friday October 27th 
and Friday November 2nd.  All but one of the sixteen participating teams were coached by 
committee members or others from their firms.   Katelin shared some takeaways from the 
competition, including that there is additional preparation for the teams in advance to make sure that 
they are prepared to meet with their attorney mentors.  Gabrielle suggested that there could be a two- 
part training with an overview at the City Bar followed by a meeting with the law students.  The 
committee also discussed the possibility of a mock negotiation workshop to help even the playing 
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field among student-participants.  Overall the feedback from the students was positive.  While the 
event was put together in a short time frame, it was well received.   
 
Winter Programming 
The LSAT/Law School Prep Series will take place on January 7, 8, and 10, 2013.  This is an annual 
event co-sponsored by LSAT prep companies.  Students register in advance to participate and each 
student gets three hours of LSAT instruction so that they are able to determine which test 
preparation method works best for them.  In addition to the LSAT component, there are panels on 
How to Select and Apply to Law School, Financing Law School and How to Succeed in the First 
Year.  Gabrielle asked committee members to think of  suggestions for a panelist or keynote speaker.  
The keynote speakers from 2011 and 2012 were Jenny Rivera of CUNY Law School and Leonard 
Baynes of St. John’s Law School.  A networking reception will follow.  In prior years the networking 
reception has been immediately following the second day, but this year it will be on January 10th.  The 
reception includes regional law school admissions officers as well as LSAT prep companies.  In order 
to participate in the event, LSAT prep companies are required to donate programs and materials to 
be raffled off to participants.   you have any suggestions for prep companies that may be interested, 
please contact Gabrielle.   
 
ASAFE/NYC Bar Securities and Finance Law Seminar Series.  This year the committee, in 
conjunction with ASAFE is presenting a securities workshop series for diverse law students.  The 
workshops will take place at the City Bar on January 25, February 1, February 8, March 22, 
March 29, and April 5, with a reception on April 5.  Second and third year students in law schools 
without a securities program will be targeted.  The students will need to apply to participate in the 
program.  Gabrielle mentioned that they hope to add an internship component to the program next 
year.  One of our committee members, Nate Saint Victor, is the driving force behind the program.  
Please let Gabrielle know if you are interested in participating in this program.  
 
Best Practices Report 
The Best Practices Report will be resubmitted to the committee after integrating the feedback 
received from committee members.  After the second round of review, it will be submitted to Alan 
Rothstein as general counsel of the City Bar.  The turnaround process will require at least several 
weeks.  We hope to release it at the time of the LSAT/Law School Prep Series in early January. 
 
Other Activities 
Last year, the City Bar and PALS created a Law Preview Scholarship Program, which provided 13 
scholarships to Law Preview, a pre-law boot camp program for students admitted to law school.  
Previously, firms could sponsor scholarships at one specific school, and the only schools in the New 
York region that provided scholarships were Columbia, NYU, and Fordham.  The City Bar/PALS 
Scholarship Program provides scholarships to diverse students at all 13 NY are law schools.  This 
year, The City Bar and PALS hope to partner with law firms to sponsor blind scholarships, not tied 
to the program at any specific law school.  Gabrielle mentioned that they would like to get 
sponsorships for 25 scholarships next year.   
 
Subcommittee Breakout Sessions 
The attendees present then broke out into subcommittees until the end of the meeting to discuss 
plans and goals for each subcommittee.   
 
Holiday Get-Together 
The Holiday get-together will be on January 9th, immediately following the Committee Meeting.  
The January committee meeting will take place at Chadbourne and Parke LLP, and the get-together 
will be at a venue near Rockefeller Center.  More details will follow. If you have suggestions for a 
venue, please let Gabrielle or Paula know.  
 
Next Meeting 
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The next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 12th at 8:30 am at the City Bar.   We will 
circulate the agenda prior to the meeting.   
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm.   


