
  

 

NYCBA HOUSING NEWSLETTER 

FEBRUARY 2015 

Please send any news or article you wish to publicize to Anna Florek-Scarfutti or Melissa Banks.   

Click on blue, underlined text for links to original articles. 

Legislative News 

Tenant Black List 

An amendment to the administrative 

code sponsored by City Councilmembers 

Ben Kallos, Rory Lancman, Alan Maisel, 

and Mark Levine would ban landlords 

from rejecting an application simply for 

having been a party to a Housing Court 

proceeding before. The amendment 

would still allow landlords to screen out 

prospective tenants who have a prior 

eviction history or a failure to follow a 

court order. It is unclear how the 

amendment would be enforced. 

Rent-Subsidies Notice  

The New York Post reports that City 

Councilwoman Margaret Chin is intro-

ducing a bill in January 2015 that would 

require landlords to notify tenants 

about the Senior Citizen Rent Increase 

Exemption (SCRIE) program. SCRIE pays 

rent increases for qualified seniors earn-

ing less than $50,000 a year. Last year, 

Chin sponsored law that expanded 

SCRIE by dramatically increasing the 

maximum income from 29,000 to 

50,000. However, participation is SCRIE 

is low. This year's bill is intended to in-

crease enrollment.  

First ‘Airbnb’ Eviction 

In what amounts to the first “Airbnb” eviction under the city’s rent stabili-

zation code, Judge Jack Stoller ruled last week that Henry Ikezi can no 

longer sublet his rent-stabilized Hell’s Kitchen penthouse for three times 

the subsidized rate and must vacate by the end of the month.  Ikezi ap-

pears to have broken several laws by posting his flat for terms under one 

month, as well as pure profiteering on the subsidy. He and his family did 

not even maintain a residence there.  Ikezi paid about two-thirds of the 

$9,000 rent on the penthouse but lived with his family in their million dol-

lar house in Jamaica, Queens. 

While the ruling appears to set a precedent with regard to such housing-

share websites, the fact remains that it is quite difficult for landlords to 

proactively identify such violations. 

Letitia James to Join Harlem Tenant’s Lawsuit 

Sandra Johnson, East Harlem resident, plans to sue her landlord, Ephraim 

Fruchthandler, next week. After buying the building for 6.3 million dollars 

last July, he received permission from the Department of Buildings to con-

vert it from a four story, six family unit to a five story, 15 unit dwelling 

with a commercial space on the ground floor. Ms. Johnson states that, 

under the current and previous landlords, she has been subject to con-

stant disruption and long periods without heat and hot water. Living with 

two disabled children in a building with 424 open violations, Johnson feels 

she is being forced out of her four bedroom rent controlled apartment 

because of calculated mismanagement. Public Advocate Letitia James 

plans to join the suit. According to her, "far too many tenants are being 

targeted by landlords who want to flip buildings for maximum profit at 

the expense of working people." 

Knowing Where the Home Is 

Judi Kende, Vice President at Enterprise Community Partners, Inc., re-

minds us of another problem facing homeless families: lack of information. 

She notes that many families remain homeless because they do not know 

how to find the available affordable housing in the City. 
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Reports from the Round-Table 

On January 29, 2015, the Housing Court Committee hosted a round-table 

discussion covering the laws and regulations applicable to three-quarter 

and transitional housing. Some of the matters discussed concern the na-

ture of such housing, specifically: the relationship between landlord/

provider and occupant; rules governing whether the occupant is a tenant, 

licensee or participant in the associated program; whether provisions of a 

lease or any other written agreements are unenforceable; whether a 

landlord can avail himself of extra judicial remedies; safeguards in cases 

where an occupant is a person deemed "at risk;" and the need for regula-

tion of 3/4 or transitional housing. The panel included the Honorable 

Bruce Scheckowitz, a Kings County Housing Court Judge, the Honorable 

Marc Finkelstein, a Kings County Housing Court Judge, Meryl Wenig, Esq. 

and Jeffrey Saltiel, Esq. from Wenig Saltiel LLP, and Matthew Main, Esq. 

and Tanya Kessler, Esq. from MFY Legal Services.  Representatives of 

Common Ground as well as Charles McMellan, Esq. from Community Ac-

cess, Inc. were also part of the panel. 

Rent Still Too High 
Jimmy McMillian, former gubernatorial 

candidate and founder of the "Rent Is Too 

Damn High" party, has filed a case in 

Brooklyn Federal Court to stop the execu-

tion of an eviction notice.  The 68 year old 

veteran is embroiled in a non-primary resi-

dence holdover concerning a $872 per 

month rent stabilized apartment in the 

East Village. Although the rental amount is 

not the issue, McMillian claims that Lisco 

Holdings LLC, the company that owns the 

building, repeatedly refused rent and 

failed to comply with a Housing Court or-

der to grant him a key. Representing him-

self pro se, he is also seeking 1.3 million 

dollars in damages.  

No End to Cluster Sites  
New York Daily News reports that the all-

time high homeless population is forcing 

the de Blasio administration to continue 

to house families in the so-called 'cluster' 

sites, buildings cited by the city's own in-

spectors as hazardous. The city increased 

the number of cluster units by 8% in 2014, 

from 2,918 to 3,143. 

 

Legality of Security Cams 
The New York Times "Ask Real Estate" col-

umn considered the legality of apartment 

security cameras installed by the landlord 

in the common areas of an apartment 

building. According to a representative of 

a security company, the practice is wide-

spread and sought out as a crime deter-

rent. Mary McCune of Manhattan Legal 

Services stated that landlords are entitled 

to monitor the hallways with camer-

as.  However, the landlord cannot use the 

cameras to harass tenants. A camera that 

films the inside of a tenant's apartment 

may constitute invasion of privacy.  

 

Heatless For One Year 

New York Times reports that tenants at 930 and 904 Prospect Place con-

tinue to suffer from housing violations including lack of heat and hot wa-

ter. Now 12 months after bringing suit, the case continues. Tenant advo-

cates including Paris R. Baldacci, Director of the Housing Rights Clinic at 

Cardozo Law School, noted that delay is endemic and problematic in 

Housing Court. New York Deputy Chief Administrative Judge Fern A. 

Fischer commented that many factors that may lead to Housing Court 

delay: “Sometimes cases go on and on, and everyone has a bit of a hand 

in why."  

March CLE  

On March 12, 2015 at 6 PM the Housing Court Committee will host a CLE 

seminar entitled “Housing Subsidies: Update 2015” at 111 Centre Street. 

CLE will cover various subsidies like Section 8, FEPS, LINK, and 80/20 and 

421a building programs. Special attention will also be paid to procedural 

requirements in summary proceedings involving a beneficiary. 

The panel will be comprised of the Honorable Maria Milin, a Housing 

Court Judge for New York County, Ronald S. Languedoc, Esq. of Himmel-

stein, McConnelll, Gribben, Donoghue & Joseph, Lucy Newman, Esq. of 

the Legal Aid Society, and Richard A. Glickstein, Esq. the Special Advisor 

for the Homelessness Prevention Administration, HRA. There is no attend-

ance fee but registration is required. 
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